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We wanted to take a moment to shine a light on the incredible
work happening across our very own Umbrella sites. Each

program is filled with creativity, intentionality, and a deep sense
of wonder that reflects the unique inquiries and provocations

unfolding with the children.

 From thoughtfully designed spaces to meaningful projects that
emerge from children's interests, it’s clear how much dedication

and care our educators pour into their work each day. 

These moments are a powerful reminder of the rich learning
environments being cultivated and the strong relationships at

the heart of everything we do. 

Let’s continue to celebrate and share these inspiring stories
from within our own community.



Lawfield
School Age Program

Exploring Creativity
Through Miniature
Home Building

This activity has sparked rich
conversations about structure,

design, and storytelling, as each child
brings their unique vision to life. It's

been wonderful to see them take
ownership of their creations, work

together, and express themselves in
such meaningful ways.

We’re excited to continue supporting
this exploration and see where their

ideas take them next!

Over the past few weeks, our group has been
deeply engaged in a creative and

collaborative project inspired by an idea I
came across on TikTok/Facebook.

 The children have been
designing and

constructing their own
miniature homes, showing

incredible focus,
imagination, and problem-
solving skills throughout

the process.



‘Play is our brain’s favourite way of learning’ 
Diane Ackerman.



WATER
PLAY

TEMPLEMEAD
BACK PRESCHOOL ROOM

Templemead has taken water play to
the next level by thoughtfully combining

it with blocks, natural materials, and
paint to spark rich, open-ended

exploration. Children are invited to pour,
mix, build, and create using wood,
stones, coloured water, and other
textured elements—transforming

traditional water play into a multi-
sensory, inquiry-driven experience.



March Break
Mystery Board 
Game Challenge

The March Break Mystery Board Game Challenge was an

incredible success! Children showcased their imagination

and critical thinking by designing vibrant, creative, and

truly one-of-a-kind board games. What made this

experience even more special was the excitement and

engagement from the supervisors, who couldn’t wait to

jump in and play the games themselves.



Jam
Jars

Cathy Wever - School Age



Buchanan Park
Throughout the school
year, the children have

been deeply engaged in
creating their very own

"World Records"—a long-
term project that has
sparked enthusiasm,
creativity, and a true
sense of ownership.

From the tallest block
tower to the longest

hopscotch path, each
record is imagined,

attempted, and
celebrated by the

children themselves. 





Pedagogical Documentation 
Shannen K - Preschool Room 

Pedagogical Documentation Inspired by NAREA
 Pedagogical documentation goes beyond displaying children’s work—it

is a collaborative process of making learning visible. Through careful
observation, reflection, and interpretation, educators collect and share

traces of children’s thinking, dialogue, and creativity. 



Shannen K - Preschool Room 



Shannen K - Preschool Room 



Shannen K - Preschool Room 



A series of art collaborations  and
conversation, birthed a project between an

author and a emerging artist from our
Shannen Koostachin School Age Program.

How it all
began...

sHANNEN KOOSTACHIN sHANNEN KOOSTACHIN 



Buchanan Park – Collaborative Cup Art
 At Buchanan Park, children explored

creative expression by using small plastic
cups to design a collaborative art

installation.

 Buchanan Park



SCRAPBOOK
DOCUMENTAT ION

JAMES
MACDONALD

Scrapbooks as a Tool for
Documentation

 Scrapbooks offer a meaningful and
accessible way to document

children's learning, creativity, and
daily experiences. By collecting

photos, artwork, observations, and
children’s words, educators create

a visual narrative that reflects each
child’s unique journey.



Balaclava
C L A S S R O O M  C A L E N D A R  A N D  J O B S



Documentation
by:Balaclava



Child-Led Photography in Action
Balaclava

Empowering children to take their own photos invites them to see
themselves as active participants and storytellers in their learning. Through

the lens of a camera, children capture what matters most to them—
moments of curiosity, friendship, and discovery. This form of documentation

honours their perspective, supports autonomy, and provides authentic
insight into their thinking and experiences. The resulting photos offer a

powerful window into how children see and make meaning of the world
around them.



Child-Led
Photography in

Action

Balaclava





Toddler Room



Building an RV 

A group of children from Mountview
utilized a large box and other

recyclable materials to create an RV.
When asked what sparked the

interest in RV’s, one of the children
explained that his grandparents had
one and he loved the experience of
being on it! That ultimately led to

exciting conversation between peers
and a project was birthed! Check out

their flat screen TV and remote 🙂 

MOUNTVIEW



The School Age Groups at Ray Lewis, found a
great way to repurpose an old cart. Many

afternoons were spent creating, configuring
and testing out their collaborative project- a

bicycle.

PVC Pipe Innovations!

rAY lEWIS rAY lEWIS 



Process Art Inspired by Magic
Trash

In celebration of Black History
Month - Inspired by Tyree

Guyton’s use of found objects
and his message of hope and

change, children participated in
a process art experience using
recycled materials. The focus
was not on the final product,
but on exploration, creativity,

and expression—honouring
Guyton’s belief that art lives in

the everyday and that everyone
has the power to create beauty

and meaning from what
surrounds them.

B E L L M O O R E  

 P R E S C H O O L  R O O M



Templemead
Back preschool Room

Digital Tools as Intentional Prompts for Learning

 Inspired by the values of the Reggio Emilia approach and the work of NAREA, digital tools—such as tablets,
voice recorders, light tables, flashlights and projectors—can be used with intention to provoke curiosity,

dialogue, and collaboration. When thoughtfully integrated into learning experiences, technology becomes
more than a tool; it becomes a means of expression, reflection, and co-construction.



Record It,
 Hear It, 
Keep It!

Capturing Children's Voices as Documentation

 Recording children’s voices offers a powerful and authentic way to document their thoughts,
ideas, and understandings. 

By listening closely, educators gain deeper insight into children's perspectives, making their
thinking visible and valued. This form of documentation affirms children as capable

communicators and co-constructors of knowledge.





 Michaelle Jean

The groups Michaelle
Jean  turned their

interest in colouring
pages into a program

project. Together, they
created their own

colouring book that
speaks to the  unique

interests of the children
who attend



There’s something magical about a pile of LEGO bricks—limitless possibility
in every tiny piece. Today, we watched as children became architects,

engineers, storytellers, and dreamers. Towers reached the clouds,
spaceships launched from tabletops, and entire cities came to life one

block at a time. SOUTH
MEADOW 
SOUTH

MEADOW 



SOUTH MEADOW
SCHOOL AGE

Our cooking classes have become a
beloved tradition—led by the children

themselves! From brainstorming recipes
to preparing the ingredients, our little

chefs are always whipping up something
delicious.



Do
cumentationBellmoore



VoicesInfantInfant

Viola Desmond


